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Ozet

Abrahan Cahan 1900’1i yillarda yasamis Yahudi Amerikan bir yazardir. The Rise of David Levinsky adli roman
kahramaniyla ayn1 ad1 tagtyan kendi yazar: gibi 1865’te Rusya’nin kuzeybatisindaki Kovno adli bir kasabasinda dogan bir
genci ele alan otobiyografik 6zelliklere sahip bir eserdir. Ancak romanin igerigi itibariyle kiinstleroman ve/veya
bildungsroman &6zellikleri de tagimaktadir. Fakir, geng bir yetim olan Levinsky 1881’de goyim [Yahudilerin kendilerinden
olmayanlara verdikleri isim] saldirilarinda hayatini kaybettikten sonra Amerika’ya g¢ etmeye karar verir. Amerikay1
“diinyanin geri kalani gibi olmayan egsiz bir tilke” (Cahan, 87) olarak gériir. Bu baglamda Amerika algist pogromlara
maruz kalmis dogu Avrupa Yahudilerinden farksiz degildir. “1880-1915 yillar: arasinda Birlesik Devletlere gelen dogu
Avrupa Yahudilerinin ezici bir ¢ogunlugun fikri Amerikan-Yahudi yasaminin popiiler diisiincesinde merkezi bir
pozisyonda kendini tutan Ortodoks’lards” (Singer, 696). Hayati, Amerika’ya bakis agisi, pogromlardan kagan Yahudi
gogmenlerle ayni oldugunu tekrar soyleyebiliriz. Diger go¢menlerden farki Amerikan riiyasini gergeklestirmesidir.
Romanin sonuna dogru kendi sektériinde is yapan ilk ti¢ arasina girmistir. Ancak, Amerika’da is ve kisisel yasami ne
kadar ilerlemis olursa olsun, her dogu Avrupali Yahudi gibi kendini yalniz hissedecektir. Levinsky'nin hayati, sadece kendi

déneminde yasayan bir gé¢menin hayatindan ziyade, glinimiizde herhangi bir gd¢menin maruz kaldig: psikolojik,

sosyolojik ve politik sorunlari da gozler 6niine sermektedir. Iste bu baglamda The Rise of David Levinsky yeni tarihselci

bir bakis agisiyla irdelenecektir.
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Abstract

Abraham Cahan is a Jewish American author living in 1900s. His famous novel titled The Rise of David Levinsky has
autobiographical characteristics whose protagonist is David Levinsky himself who was born in Kovno, a northwestern
Russia, in 1865 like his author. Levinsky, a poor young orphan decides to move America after losing his mother in 1881
Gentile riot. He regards America as “a unique country, unlike the rest of the world” (Cahan, 87). In this sense his
perception resembles the other East European Jews who would be exposed to Pogroms. “The notion that the
overwhelming majority of east European Jews who came to the United States between 1880 and 1915 were Orthodox has
assumed a central position in the popular mythology of American-Jewish life” (Singer, 696). His life, and perspective to
America is the same as other Jewish immigrants who flee from the pogroms. In America no matter how he well advance
in both business and personal life, he feels estranged to his background like every East-European Jewish. Also Cahan
deals with social and sociocultural life of immigrants living in New York. It has In this study, The Rise of David

Levinsky will be studied in terms of new historicist criticism.
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